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PURPOSE: To prevent a cleaning blade from being 
damaged due to the output of white paper, and to 
prevent a useless time from being spent on the output 
of the white paper in an enlarging consecutive 
photographing mode, 

CONSTITUTION: While an enlarging consecutive 
photographing function is conducted, whether or not 
valid picture data are present in each divided picture 
area is discriminated, and the picture formation of the 
divided picture area in which the valid picture data are 
not present is omitted. Visible information indicating the 
correspondence of an original picture to each divided 
area is displayed or formed on a recording material. A 
mark is formed in the space of the tab for sticking of a 
copy picture at a position adjacent to the area whose 
copy picture formation is omitted. Also, in each tap for 
sticking part of each recording material corresponding to 
the shared side of the mutually adjacent divided areas, 
visible pattern information common to each shared side 
is formed, and the formation of the visible pattern information in the tab for sticking part 
adjacent to the divided area whose picture formation processing is omitted is omitted. 
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Unexamined Japanese Patent Publication No. Hei , 7-87300 
[0006] 

[Means for Solving the Problems] To solve tlie above 
problems, in the first invention, in the image forming 
apparatus which includes an enlargement continuous 
copying function of dividing an original image into a 
plurality of areas, continuously individually enlarging 
the images in the respective divided areas, and 
individually forming the enlarged images on a plurality 
of recording materials, there are provided: a blank 
recognition means (S73) which identifies whether valid 
image data exist or not in the ' respect ive divided image 
areas during the performance of the enlargement continuous 
copying function; and an image forming control means (S74 ) 
which, when no valid image data exits in a divided image 
area during the performance of the enlargement continuous 
copying function, omits the image forming processing with 
respect to the divided image area and continues its 
ope rat ion . 

[0011] 

[Action] In the first invention, whether valid image 
data exist or not in the respective divided image areas 
is identified during the performance of the enlargement 
continuous copying function, and the divided image area 
in which no valid image data exists is sub j ected to omission 
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of the image formation thereof. 

[0012] For example, the original image is divided 
into four rectangular areas. When the images in the 
respective divided rectangular areas 1, 2, 3, and 4 are 
enlarged and image- formed on individual sheets of transfer 
paper, conventionally are the images in the rectangular 
areas 1, 2, 3, and 4 bound to be formed on the respective 
four sheets of transfer paper. However, in the invention, 
for example, when the entire rectangular area 2 is a blank 
portion, the image formation in the blank portion is 
omitted, and the images in the rectangular areas 1, 3, 
and 4 are formed on the respective three sheets of transfer 
paper. Thereby, the execution frequency of copying 
processes is reduced, thus shortening the time required 
of enlargement continuous copying. Also, the copying 
process in which no image is formed is not executed, so 
that there is no possibility of damaging a cleaning blade . 

[0013] Further, in the pre f erred embodiment , visual 
information showing the correspondence between the 
original image and each divided area is displayed or formed 
on a recording material. Therefore, with reference to 
the visual information, an operator can easily comprehend 
the position of any area in which the copy image formation 
has been omitted out of the entire divided areas of the 
original image. 
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[0054] Thereby, on the screen of the LCD unit 150 
in the operating section, there are over 1 appingl y 
displayed the reduction-displayed information on the 
entire image areas and the line pattern representing the 
compartments thereof. For example, the example of Fig. 
8 shows the result obtained by the operation in which 
a manuscript image is compartment ed into four divided 
areas (n=2, m=2) and the images in the respective areas 
are individually copied out on different sheets of 
transfer paper. Since the entire upper left area of the 
manuscript image is blank, however, the copy of the same 
area remains unoutputted. Also, on the display screen, 
there are displayed the image information on the image 
of the entire manuscript and the lines representing the 
respective boundaries of the four^ compartments on the 
image. Accordingly, with reference to the display screen, 
the operator can easily comprehend that the upper left 
area is blank in the entire original image. 
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